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ONE MAN’S VISION

we're meeting are dressed the same...
WOMAN. Yes.
RUTH. I mean, uniess we’re both meeting the same guy...!

(TTIEY both laugh. Beat)

RUTH. Neal?

WOMAN. (Nods.) Neal.

TOGETHER. (4And at the same time ) Butterfield.

RUTH. (Shocked.) Oh, my God. He’s a stockbroker? Lives in
Englewoad?

ﬁog}z «2@% ) Drives a Lexus.

RUTH4H # Can you believe this? It has to be the same guy.
Has to be.
WOMAN. So it would appear.

RUTH. What is he, crazy? He makes a date with two women for the
same time? What is that all about?

WOMAN. It makes you wonder, doesn’t it?

RUTH. He must have gotten his days mixed up. Maybe he thinks
he’s meeting me tomorrow, or next week. Oh, that’s funny. He's gonna
feel like such a jerk when he walks in,

WOMAN. It’s certainly an amusing situation.

RUTH. (Apprehensive.) Unless he does want us both here at the
same time, for some kind of kinky reason. Like maybe he’s a serial killer,
and he likes killing women in pairs? Wearing red? (Shudders.) Oo, that’s
creepy. 1 don’t even want to think about it.

WOMAN., (Unconcerned,) There are toc many witnesses.

RUTH. You're right. He probably just screwed up. But how do you
like that? Telling me how lonely he is, how hard it is to meet someone
he can really talk to, that’s why he’s surfing the chat rooms... See, I met
him on the Internet; this is one of those computer things. Big mistake,
right? We’ve never even talked on the phone. We thought it would be
more romantic this way. More romantic! Jesus.

WOMAN. 1 met him on the Internet, too.

RUTH.Wow. Wow! What arsiiia® - 1 should have known, Stock-
brokers!

WOMAN. Yes, Well.

{Goes buck to her @ao@

ONE MAN’S VISION

RUTH. This doesn’t bother you?

WOMAN. Umm...Not really.

RUTH. The fact that he’s asked us both out on the same night? Had
us show up in the same place, wearing the same clothes, with the same
stupid book?

WOMAN, People make mistakes.

RUTH. So you're going to stay?

WOMAN. I have no other plans.

RUTH. Neither.do L, but... (Skrugs.) Maybe you’re right. He's the
one who’s going to look foolish, after all. It’ll be fun, watching him try
to explain himself. Plus, I really have to get a look at this guy. This big
fucking stud. “Neal”. Sounds like somebody who collects stamps, doesn’t
it? Okay, Neal, here we are. Two gorgeous sexy women, but it’s too late,
you already blew it. Take your fancy Lexus and shove it up vour...! (She
catches herself, quiets down.) By the way, my name is Ruth. (Shakes her
hand.)

WOMAN. I’m Ruth, too.

RUTH. Nol {WOMAN nods her head.} Oh, no. This gets weirder all
the time. I don’t know if I really want to meet this guy, he sounds like 2
psycho. But we’re together, we should be able to handle him, no prob-
lem. Solidarity, right? You know what I think we should do? We should
really humiliate him. We should make him eat dirt. We should pull his
pants off and pour hot coffee on his crotch...no, maybe that’s too much,
but we need to make a point. These stockbrokers, they think they own
the world. Arrogant, self-centered snobs. Ihate them.

WOMAN. Why did you. agree to meet Neal, then?

RUTH. Well, vou know - it’s only a date.

WOMAN. But you rust have felt some kind of positive connection
with him. Didn’t you think he was funny? All his jokes and clever puns?
And what about his old-fashioned values, his sense of family? That must
have appealed to you. :

RUTH. Of course he said all the right things when he was looking
for a date. Don’t they always? Came off like a prince. Very slick with his
words. I’m sure he wrote the same (i llliiBto you, and God knows how
many other women. Seducing as many as he could, and then trimming
his list by process of elimination...The bastard. You can bet the only
reason he’s meeting me is because he thinks I'm this high-society babe.
He thinks I’'m an art dealer.

WOMAN. Why does he think that?

RUTH. Because that’s what I told him.
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ONE MAN’S VISION

WOMAN. But it was implied in the subtext. You've created the per-

fect match, and your satisfaction will lie in passively observing the per-

fect courtship. Now why don’t you go into the other room and curl up
with your book? I'11 let you know how things go with Neal.

RUTH. No, 1 won’t go. I worked long and hard for this date - got my
hair done, waxed my legs and everything - and I'm not going to just roll
over without a fight.

'WOMAN . Please, Ruth, for your own sake. You’re like a cousin to
me. § don’t want to see you humiliate yourself,

RUTH. You may be beautiful and brilliant and all that, but I'm an
actual human being. That has to be an advantage.

WOMAN.Human beings are a dime a dozen; this place is crawling
with them. I’m the only fantasy in town. Believe me, he’s not even going
to see you.

RUTH. You’re awfully self-assured for someone who doesn’t even
have a self.

WOMAN. Hey, just because I'm computer-generated, it doesn’t mean

" I’'m one-dimensional. This is the point you’re missing: I'm not shal-
lowes than you, I'm deeper. I have all of your qualities, plus a whole raft
of better ones. I’m the new and improved version. You can’t compete
with me. You can’t.

RUTH. So I’ll rush back to my computer and take out the improve-
ments. I’1l give you warts, and varicose veins. I'll give youa spastic
colon,

WOMAN. I don’t think you have time.

(NEAL ENTERS. He is tall, handsome, and looks rich. He wears a red
tie, holds a red rose. He stands in the doorway expectantly.)

RUTH. Neal?

(RUTH rushes wildly up to him, waving the book prominently. The
WOMAN doesn’t make a move, stays where she is. Nevertheless,
NEAL locks right past RUTH )

s NEAL. (To WOMAN.) Ruth? (WOMAN gives a little wave, holds up
her book. NEAL pushes past RUTH. ) Excuse me.

£
(ITE moves up to the WOMAN, hands her the rose.)

ONE MAN’S VISION

NEAL. Hi.

WOMAN. (Sexy voice,) Hi.

NEAL. So we finally meet.

WOMAN. Not disappointed, I hope?

NEAL. (Admiringly.) No, not at afl. You’re just the way I pictured
you,

RUTH. (Interrupting.) Actually, she’s just the way [ Enﬁﬁmn her.
{Extends her hand,) Hello. I'm Ruth.

NEAL. (Politely) Ancther Ruth? Isn’t that a 859%_5%

RUTH. No, it’s not. I'm the Ruth that you’re supposed to be meet-
ing. See? Red dress? Book? That woman is an impostor. She’s pretend-
ing to be me. But there’s only one me, and that’s me.

NEAL. {To WOMAN.) I’m sorry - what is she talking about?

RUTH. Don’t ask her! Ask me! I"m the one you want!

WOMAN. You’l} have to excuse my cousin. She's a little excitable.

NEAL. Oh, you're cousins?

WOMAN. Once removed.

RUTH. What a fake you are!

WOMAN. {Amused.} I'm a fake?

NEAL. Look, if you’re in the middie of a family thing here...

RUTH, We’re not family. She’s making the whole thing up. (7o
WOMAN.) Tell him what you are! Go on, tell him!

WOMAN. Let’s see - I'm bright, sophisticated, a little shy but se-
cretly sensuous, playful, loving, witty...

RUTH. No, that's me! I'm the witty one! 'm the secretly sensuous
one! She's stealing all my lines! Look, I'm the one who first contacted
you. It was three weeks ago, on a Sunday night. You were in the Roman-
tic Nook chat room. They were discussing biological warfare, remem-
ber, and you made a joke about your Aunt Thrax, who lived in Ger-
many? And then I sent you an Instant Message, and we talked about how
much we loved puns, and knock-knock jokes, and we were on-line for a
good two hours, and then we started E-mailing each other.. Hey! I know
your AOL address!

WOMAN. (Chimes in.}) “GECKO™,

NEAL. She’s right.

RUTH. I know she’s right! She got that from me. She moﬁ every-
thing from me. (Goes into her purse.} Here, I have credit cards, and my
driver’s license...Ruth Stemcosky. See? What kind of proof does she
have?

WOMAN. I'd be wﬁuu% to give %o: a private showing of my
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ONE MAN’S VISION

NEAL is checking out RUTH, and finding her somewhat less than
advertised, There is a long moment, as their expectations slowly settle
into reality.)

RUTH. (Finally, with an amused resignation.) Hello, Neal.

(Lights fade.)




